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ROE HIGHWAY, STAGES 4 AND 5, FUNDING 

Grievance 

MR WHITELY (Roleystone) [9.57 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and 
relates to the apparent absence of promised federal Government funding for stages 4 and 5 of Roe Highway.  I 
am very happy, and so are the people of Beckenham and Kenwick, with the work this Government has done in 
delivering stages 4 and 5 of Roe Highway and getting the heavy traffic off William Street, Beckenham and 
returning it to a quiet suburban street.  I am seeking clarification of whether we received $76 million of what 
would appear to be promised funding that was referred to by Senator Ian Campbell in a letter to many 
constituents in my electorate just before the last election.  I was unaware of this letter until a few weeks ago 
when I read a letter to the editor in the Comment newspaper on Thursday, 30 May, from Mr Peter Hitchins of 
Beckenham, titled “Where’s the money gone?”.  The letter reads - 

Minister MacTiernan stated that budget allocations to the SE corridor would include $34.33 million for 
the Roe Highway extension.   

I draw readers’ attention to the fact that the previous government had already allocated $17 million, and 
the Federal Government $76 million last January, to fund the extension.   

Perhaps it would be pertinent to ask the Minister what has happened, (or will happen), to the other 
$58 million?   

That was news to me because I was not aware that any federal money had gone into either stages 4 or 5 of the 
project.  I rang Paul Gane, who is known to the minister as the very effective coordinator of the William Street 
Action Group, to see if he could make any sense of the letter to the editor by Mr Hitchins.  Paul said that Mr 
Hitchins was somewhat confused, and he identified the possible source of Mr Hitchins’ confusion as being a 
letter from Senator Ian Campbell that was dated 2 February 2001, eight days before the State election.  I will 
read Senator Campbell’s letter, because its contents are illuminating to say the least.  It reads - 

To the Householder, 

Year after year after year the Federal and State Labor Governments promised you that the Roe Highway 
would be extended.  For 13 years the Hawke and Keating Federal Labor Governments made hollow 
promises.  For 10 years George Gear and State Labor made the same hollow promises.  Promises have 
to be paid for.  It’s no use making promises if you can’t pay for them. 

I do not know if Senator Ian Campbell is aware, but for eight years from 1993 we had the Liberal Court 
Government and since 1996 Senator Ian Campbell has been a member of the Howard Government.  I do not 
know how he could sheet the blame home to Labor Governments for not delivering stages 4 and 5.  However, it 
is typical of the other side of politics to blame Labor when all else fails.  The next paragraph is even more 
illuminating.  It reads - 

On January 28, the Prime Minister announced that the Federal Government will pay the $76 million that 
is required to complete the Roe Highway ‘missing link’ in Perth’s outer ring road system - taking heavy 
haulage from local roads and returning them to main arterial routes.  This amount is in addition to the 
Court State Government’s $17 million contribution. 

This is the first time that a Government has made the money for the completion for the Roe Highway 
available. 

I am completely unaware of any contribution that has been made by the federal Government.  Since this 
Government was elected, it has planned to spend $88.9 million, which I understand is all state money.  Could the 
minister clarify whether we received any of the promised $76 million?   

Even more illuminating and disturbing, because I believe it borders on electoral fraud, is the paragraph in the 
letter written by Senator Ian Campbell, which reads - 

Mr Fred Tubby MLA, Member for Roleystone, has informed me that work on the Roe Highway will 
commence in August.  The Welshpool Road to Nicholson Road stages will be completed by the fourth 
quarter of 2002. 

Mr Fred Tubby, the former member for Roleystone, consistently said at a number of public meetings that it was 
impossible to get half the project, to stage 4, completed by the end of 2002.  He consistently argued that even if 
the money were allocated, which was only ever done in forward estimates by the previous Government, stage 4 
could not be completed by 2003 and stage 5 could not be completed until 2004.  That time frame was confirmed 
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in a number of documents.  They comprise a Main Roads July 2000 project update; a letter by Hon Murray 
Criddle to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich of 19 September 2000; a press release by Hon Murray Criddle of 2 November 
2000; a letter from Fred Tubby of 3 November 2000, the day after the press release, to Mr Gane’s wife; and, 
most disturbingly, on the same day as Senator Campbell’s letter was written, a letter that Mr Tubby wrote to Paul 
Gane as a newly enrolled elector, informing him that Roe Highway was expected to be completed to Kenwick 
Link by mid 2003 and to Nicholson Road by 2004.   

I admire the integrity of Fred Tubby, the previous member for Roleystone.  He was saying that the project could 
not be completed until the end of 2004.  Mr Gane told me that he telephoned Mr Tubby after receiving the letter 
from Senator Ian Campbell.  Mr Tubby confirmed that Senator Ian Campbell’s statement that stage 4 would be 
completed by 2002 was incorrect.   

Senator Ian Campbell wrote a highly misleading letter to the residents of my electorate - I think also to the 
neighbouring electorate of Thornlie, although I would have to confirm that - promising the completion of the 
project two years before the date that Mr Tubby gave.  Senator Ian Campbell claimed that stage 4 would be 
completed by 2002.  Someone was telling an untruth.  I am sure it was not Mr Tubby.  It is absolutely outrageous 
that a federal senator eight days before a state election, when there is no time to correct misinformation, should 
peddle this sort of rubbish at the expense of the taxpayers of Australia.   

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.05 am]:  I thank the member for 
the grievance.  The completion of Roe Highway, particularly stage 4, has been a matter very close to his heart.  
He has fought long and hard for the early completion of the road.  Senator Ian Campbell’s letter is very 
interesting, but strictly it is not incorrect.  However, that is because he has relied on creating an impression.  Of 
course, the impression that he has sought to generate is completely incorrect.  No federal funding whatsoever has 
ever been provided for stages 4 and 5 of the extension to Roe Highway.  The funding provided by the federal 
Government was for stages 6 and 7.   

Mr Whitely:  Stages 6 and 7 cannot be built until stages 4 and 5 are completed.  That is the inherent dishonesty 
of the letter.   

Ms MacTIERNAN:  They could be built but they would not be terribly effective.  They could be used as an 
airstrip! 

Senator Ian Campbell has sought to imply that the federal Government has made a contribution which is crucial 
to getting stages 4 and 5.  It is a matter about which the electorate he was targeting at the time was obviously 
vitally concerned.  The electorates of Roleystone, in particular, and Thornlie felt rightly aggrieved by the 
continual failure of the previous Government to fulfil its promises to complete stages 4 and 5 of the road.  It saw 
the suburban residential William Street turned into a de facto extension of Roe Highway.   

A recent letter in the Weekend Examiner showed that Mr Peter Hitchins kept a copy of Senator Ian Campbell’s 
letter.  He has clearly been led into error by Senator Ian Campbell and is wondering what we are doing with all 
the money that the federal Government gave to us for stages 4 and 5.  Mr Peter Hitchins should probably have 
shredded Senator Ian Campbell’s letter instead of hanging on to it so dutifully for a number of years so that he 
could trot it out.  The State Government has provided all the funding.  

The member for Roleystone also asked about the timing and the completion of the project.  I believe that his 
analysis of Senator Ian Campbell’s desperate letter is correct.  It was always the view of the previous 
Government that the critical stage 4, which would provide relief for the people of William Street, could not be 
completed until well into 2003.  We made a commitment that we would do better than that; that we would get on 
with the job; that we would advance this as the number one project.  We have lived up to our word.  We advised 
Main Roads that we wanted the project fast-tracked and all the resources put into processing that tender.  As a 
result, we were able to award a contract on 15 May, just a few months after we came into government.  We have 
provided in that contract that the road must be completed to Kenwick Link by December 2002.  I know how 
closely the member for Roleystone has aligned himself with the project, so I am pleased to inform him that every 
indication is that we will be meeting that target.  

The money that has been invested in stages 4 and 5 of this road project is entirely from state government sources.  
Absolutely no federal money has been spent on the project to date.  We brought forward a considerable amount 
of money so that we could fast-track the process.  In this current financial year, we have spent in the order of 
$45 million on that road.  Another $17 million will be spent in the second half of this year, and $18 million in the 
financial year after that.   

When Senator Campbell’s letter is analysed, in a strict and technical sense there is no directly false statement 
about the funding.  However, the way in which a number of different stages of this project have been woven 
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together gives a false and misleading impression to the community.  It was a sign of a desperate Government in 
its dying days seeking to hold on to office.   

I agree with the member that Mr Tubby never went on record and made these claims.  One can only hope that Mr 
Tubby had not in any way been in collusion with Senator Campbell in promoting this misleading information.   

The member for Roleystone can take pride in the work that he has done to make sure that this road project is 
funded by the State Government and is delivered in a timely fashion.  I do not know whether Mr Peter Hitchins 
is a friend of Ian Campbell and whether that has led to his keeping these letters for so long.  If he is a friend of 
Ian Campbell, perhaps we will try to ensure that Mr Hitchins is informed of the truth. 

Mr Whitely:  I think he is an honest but mistaken resident. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  We will make sure that Mr Hitchins has the benefit of the real information. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Hodson-Thomas):  Grievances noted.  
 


